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Lesson topic and focus 

Drawing as a Visual Language: 

Communicating the incommunicable 

through drawing 

Link to Curriculum Standards 

Develop skills in planning and designing art 

works and documenting artistic practice 

(VCAVAV036) 

Unit Context 

This lesson sits at the beginning of a term 

long unit that’s focus is to help students 

understand different artistic processes and 

modes of working. By placing this unit at 

the beginning of year eight, it stands as a 

link for students to start analysing not only 

how an art form can communicate 

meaning, but what the first stages of the 

creative process may look like for artists. 

Students will also learn how their ideas 

translate and transform depending on 

context/who is viewing it. Students will 

learn how the art elements and principles 

can help to facilitate critical discussion. 

Students will spend the first half of the 

unit looking at different artistic processes. 

E.g. students will be given an artwork by 

an artist, they will examine it, then they 

will attempt to unpack the artist’s 

process/practice. What research would 

they have undertaken? What could their 

concept development have looked like? 

What inspired them? What did they start 

with? Where do you think that artist sits 

within a broader sociopolitical context? 

Where do their interests lie? In the second 

half of the unit, the students will reflect on 

the artistic processes that they unpacked 

in the first half of the unit to create their 
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own artwork by following a similar process 

of the artist they were examining. This unit 

asks students to examine the entire art 

process, from the initial stages of idea 

development, to the final stages i.e. the 

interaction between audience and artwork 

in a given context. 

Learning Outcomes (Students) 

Students should be able to demonstrate: 

 

-The ability to construct and communicate 

ideas through the visual language of 

drawing 

 

-How visual conventions such as the art 

elements and principles can assist one in 

unpicking and examining concepts, 

emotions and meaning in artworks. 

 

Learning Outcomes (Teacher) 

I should be able to: 

 

Scaffold the learning so that students can 

understand the benefits of creative 

thinking/concept development strategies 

such as this 

Teaching Resources/Materials required 

Students should have: 

 

-Their visual diaries 

-Coloured pencils 

 

I should have: 

 

-The design elements and principles cut 

into slips that include one element or 

principle with its definition 

-Exit tickets 
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Prior knowledge: 

In year 7, students would have: 

• Undertaken a range of skill-based 

drawing workshops and 

experimented with a range of 

mediums.  

• Learnt about the design elements 

and principles 

• Analysed how ideas and viewpoints 

are expressed in art works and how 

they are viewed by 

audiences(VCAVAR038) 

Essential Questions/Big Ideas: 

What does it mean to explore the familiar? 

What can we discover when we take the 

time to examine every day objects and 

experiences? 

Teaching Strategies 

  

 

 

 

What are the  

assessment tasks? 

 

Evidence of Student learning against 

learning outcomes:  

 

-Note taking in visual diary 

-Verbal class discussion 

-A complete drawing in visual diary 

-Written analysis of another students work 

using a design element or principle 

-Exit ticket 
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What will the teacher do? What will the students do? 

Transition Stage: Asks students to take a seat 

and to open their visual diaries to a blank page. 

Ask students to write the heading ‘explore’ on 

that page 

 

Transition Stage: Students will open their 

visual diaries to a blank page and write the 

heading ‘explore’ 

 

Engagement Stage: Ask students to write 

down ten things that they can see, smell or 

hear in the classroom that they did not 

notice when they sat down. 

Tell them to spend twenty seconds on this 

and they should not overthink it. They 

should just write down the first ten things 

that come to them. 

 

Students will be asked to choose one of the 

things they wrote down, whether it be a 

smell, a sound, or an object, and circle it. 

They will be asked to do this quickly without 

thinking too much about it. 

Engagement Stage: Students will remain 

seated while they look/listen/smell around 

the room. Students will spend twenty 

seconds writing down ten things they can 

smell, hear or see in the classroom that 

they did not notice when they sat down. 

 

 

 

Students will circle one of the things they 

wrote down. 

Building Knowledge Stage: Students will be 

asked to spend two minutes focusing on 

their chosen object and writing down 

everything they see when looking at that 

object. If they chose a smell or a sound, 

then they should close their eyes and write 

down what they see whilst smelling that 

smell or listening to that sound. 

 

Students will then be asked to spend two 

minutes writing down what their sound, 

object or smell makes them feel or think 

about. e.g. a memory, a book, an idea, an 

emotion 

 

Building Knowledge Stage: Students will 

spend two minutes looking at their object, 

listening to their sound, or smelling their 

smell. The students who chose a smell or a 

sound will have their eyes closed. All 

students will be writing in their visual 

diary. 

 

Students will spend two minutes writing 

down as much as they can about what 

their object, smell or sound makes them 

feel or think about. 
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Students will be asked to take their focus off 

their object, sound or smell. They will then 

be asked to spend 30 minutes creating a 

drawing in their visual diaries based on what 

they have written down. It can be based 

around one word, one sentence, or their 

entire page. It is up to them. Students will be 

reminded not to directly draw their object as 

it is about what is on their page, not the 

object. 

 

Students will spend the next 30 minutes 

using coloured pencils to create a drawing 

based on what they have written in their 

visual diaries. 

Transformation Stage: The teacher will hand 

out little slips of paper that have one 

element or principle (with the definition) 

written on each as well as index cards for 

each student 

 

Students will be asked to finish what they 

are doing and to look at/read the art 

element that I have placed on their desk 

 

Students will be asked to make sure their 

drawing is visible on their desk and that 

nothing is on top of it. 

 

Students will be asked to do a ‘gallery walk.’ 

They will need to bring their index card with 

them and find one drawing that successfully 

uses the element or principle written on 

their piece of paper to communicate a 

concept, emotion or idea. They will be asked 

to write down two things (1) an explanation 

of how their chosen drawing has used the 

element or principle, and (2) a reflection on 

how the use of this element or principle has 

helped to convey meaning.  

 

Transformation Stage: Whilst students are 

finishing their drawings, they will receive a 

slip of paper with one art element or 

principle and an index card 

 

  

Students will pick up their slip of paper 

and read what is on it. 

 

 

Students will clear their desks to make 

sure their drawing is visible. 

 

 

Students will walk around the classroom, 

viewing all the drawings. After viewing all 

the drawings, they will choose a drawing 

that they think successfully uses the 

element or principle written on their piece 

of paper to communicate a concept, 

emotion or idea. They will then write 

down two points on their index cards. 
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Students will be asked to return to their 

seats once they have done this 

Students will return to their seats once 

they have done this  

Feedback/Consolidation: Students will now 

be asked to share what they have written on 

their index cards. Students will share one by 

one. They will need to read out what their 

element or principle is, what the definition 

is, whose drawing they chose and the two 

points they have written down about that 

drawing in relation to their element / 

principle.  

 

Students will be asked to spend 5 minutes 

discussing with their table groups what 

inspired them to create their drawing. The 

teacher will make their way around to all the 

tables, listening and engaging in 

conversation with students about their 

creations. 

 

Students will be asked to spend the final 5 

minutes filling out their exit tickets 

Feedback/Consolidation: Each student will 

have the chance to speak to the rest of the 

class about what they have written down.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will spend 5 minutes chatting 

with their peers on their table about what 

their chosen sound, object or smell was, 

and what lead them to create their final 

drawing. 

 

 

 

Students will spend the final 5 minutes 

filling out their exit tickets 

  

  

 

 

Reflection and Evaluations  

·    What outcomes were achieved? 

 

·    To what extent? 

 

·    What can be improved for future lessons? 

 

·    What goals can I set to achieve these? 

 

 

 






















